REVIEWS

A love of motorcycling

Hilde & Tommy - How the English motorcycle
racer Tom Bullus became a legend of
Germany riding for NSU but then put

love before laurels has been a joy to read,
bringing a fresh and unique perspective to
international motorcycle racing during the
interwar years.

[ will be honest, a biographical novel
would not normally be the first category
of book I would reach for, but Susanne
Schartel has done a wonderful job bringing
a family archive to the page. Susanne is the
great grand-daughter of Fritz Gehr, Director
of Neckarsulmer Fahrzeugwerke AG (NSU)
and tells the story of Hilde Gehr, youngest
daughter of Fritz, and lead works rider
Tommy Bullus. Using family photographs
and documents, she has also imagined some
conversations and events to skillfully fill in
some of the gaps for the reader, revealing
their blossoming relationship.

The book, translated into English in 2025,
begins with planning of the family Christmas
of 1918. Little six-year-old Hildegard and
her siblings are disappointed that they are
unable to carry on the family tradition, with
the girls dressing as Princesses for the family
play, following the abdication of the German
Emperor Wilhelm Il. It provides a very rare
insight into this period as well as the run up
to the Second World War from a German
domestic perspective.

The story also charts the successful career
of the young Yorkshireman Tommy, including
being the fourth person to win a Brooklands

Formula for value

As a history of Formula 1 rather than Grand
Prix racing, it is inevitable that Formula 1
75 Years does not touch on the two GPs
held at Brooklands prior to the Second
World War. However, don't let that put
you off adding this hefty hardback to your
library as it comes with a wide spread of
information, detail, and tables to satisfy all
but the most ingrained fan of the sport.
The three authors are all experts in their
fields, so the words and images have been
selected with care and precision. Many
of the historic images have been seen
previously but are reproduced here in fine
detail. The later images are either published
for the first time or rarely seen, which
makes the book’s cover price good value
for those immersed in Formula 1.
The book is divided into chapters by
decade, which could become repetitive
if it were not for them being sub-divided

Gold Star on a 500cc motorcycle
before moving on to his phenomenal
success across Europe with NSU,
winning prestigious events such as
the 1930 Grand Prix of Nations at
Monza. There are also wonderful
historical technical insights such as
a briefing from Dunlop as Tommy
moved from beaded edge to wired-
on tyres.

This is, of course, a love story,
but one interwoven with racing
history and characters such as
Walter Moore, the designer of
the Norton Model CS1, who
moved from Norton to NSU in
1929, developing a series of
very successful bikes piloted by
Bullus. There is drama on and off
track, and a sense of impending
jeopardy as the reader observes
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the years ticking slowly towards

the inevitability of the Second World War.
The economic crisis of the 1930s and the
induction of Hitler as Chancellor in 1933
also provide more fascinating insights into a
period of history that is rarely ever told from
a German point of view.

The book is packed with many previously
unpublished photographs, bringing the
reader closer to the Gehr family, NSU, and
the history of inter-war period motorcycling.
What will become of our German heroine
and the English hero, who is happy to give
up racing for love but can’t marry her until

into sections about the important
cars, drivers, races and other events
surrounding each period. It's a
useful device that makes so much
information far easier to digest.

In the usual manner of
Motorbooks’ publications, the
production and paper quality is
excellent, and makes this reviewer
wonder how they can create such
an all-encompassing book for the
price. We're very glad they have, as
it's a comprehensive look at the first
75 years of Formula 1, even though
it's not as in-depth as biographies
of individual drivers or teams. That's
not the aim here, so we can overlook that
and say Formula 1 75 Years is a book any
fan of the sport will enjoy.
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he stops; and a father who depends on his
racing results to keep the family business
afloat? You will have to read it to find out,
and | recommend you do.
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