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Sun, ace roads and ice creams
with a sweet Honda CB175

‘He was just
unbeatable’

Astonishing Black Lig
epic Black Shadow racert
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The chap to beat

© Augunt 1532, on the Schaumiind mowtan, Frabusg,

Oermany_ [t's the German Moteroycle i Clmb Grand Prix
part of the Intsrmatosal Actomobia and farcpean

Chumpunshes - and Tomooy Bolies makes bs way back

Cown the Ml after hs double victory, takong frst plice o

both the S20 and 1000cc classes on NSU's Super Sport. The

Schactealind event wai 3 prastigoss meatng, the 7 5-mie
courne having over 150 coenars and attracting hugo croweds.
Tomawy has gut both hes winser's weeaths over bis shogiders
and kooks sutably chuffod with hs explols



0 Bulius made his race debut ot the 1925 Isls of Man T1. An apprentice at bike firm

Phelon & Moces, he ondy tagged slong to the island 2s & reserve. Sut |8-year-old
Tommy got s chance when main rider Oliver Langten was injured, and rode to
fourth place in the Sanicr. The following year at Brooklands, Bullus won the under
S00cc race at the first Briish Motoecycle Racing Club Grand Prix meeting. This
s Brooklands in 1927, where Bullus and passenger Bert Le Vack - who he worked
with for 8 year and & half 5t New Hudson - won the 200-mile sidecar race
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O Toenery came to NSU's attention
thanics to Norton designer Walter
Mozee, who the German fem wanted
10 coax swey to make s S00cc bevel-
drive ohe engine for them. When NSU
met with Moare at the 1929 German
OF, they shso saw Bullus racing &
Raleigh (on which he won the 1928-29
Northeen ineland Championship)

and came gwiry nol just with a new
cesgner Bt also 8 new number-one
works rider. Bullus got a proper wage,
could koep prize money, lived on site
for free, and helped develop the 500
Super Sport (above) which debuted
in spring 1930, He also met Hide,
youngest doughter of NSU's gatfer.

And the winning begins...
3 Thas is Tommy on Jely 13, 1930 at
‘Aroend Soltude’ - » testing 22 3km
unpaved roal-rosds circult close to
Stuttgart. Less than 40 mies from
NSU's base st Neckarsulm, the entire
s1aff - more than 3000 people - was
Invited to come snd see Bullus on

the new S00 SS. He won with & new
course record (68.Ganph average over
ten laps, including fosl s10ps), starting
8N amazing series of wins over the
next theee years. he Yorkshireman
ond his NSU would take victary
everywhece from AVUS to Monza,
Nurburgring and Hockeehokniing,

ot al the hil climds in Gormaany,
Switzedand sed Austris, and more.

TOMMY BULLUS & NSU

Full-on factory rider

£ This s the start of Tomeny's frst
official race with NSU on June 29, 1930,
ot the German Motoroycle Grand Prix st
the Narburgring, The S00cc class was
won by racer and journslist Graham
Walker (father of famous becadcaster
Murray) riding & Rudge. Wieh & crowd
of 120,000 spectators, NSU trottied
back the full performance of the four
brand-spaekieg new Super Sport
machines they enteced to save face by
making sute they al crossed the ine
They did « with new works rider Bullus
coming hoene fourth in the race

Still unbeaten

U The Kauseerernen (Klsusen Ha
Cimb) in Switzeriand cn Augest 10,
1930. Eurcpe's toughsst mountain
race, itcimbed 1237 metres n 13.4
miles with |36 turns. The start and
finish lines were hosepipes - waler
pressure a3 biles crossed riggared 8
caners to photograph a chronometer,
piving exsct times, Bullus won In l6m
Als - a record that still stands (the fast
running was in 1934). Thece were two
more Mlcimts and 8 six-hour race on
the raxt threo weeitonds, in Germanry
and Aastria. He woa them all
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TOMMY BULLUS & NSU

Hot stuff

© Buiit in 1922, Autedromo NaZionale & Monza b taly wos
the world's third purpose-bullt crcu behind Brooldands
and InSanapols. The weathor was hot for the Grand Prix of
Nations in 1930, and 30 was the action: Moto Guzzi filled the
top three places in the 250cc class, and Italian legend Taze
Nuvolari won the 350ce race on a Baanchi But nobody could
catch Bullss in the S00cc class - he set the fastest time of
the day (B8mph average) to take victory, without a jacket
sod with the sleeves of his NSU Jumper rolled up due to the
heat. The victery put him on the front page of Matociclismo.

Hatout

O Automobil-Verketrs-und Ubusgsstrasse openad in 1921
Known as AVUS, = was a training road, test track and race
circuitin Bariin, Germany - and unlice any other, 12 2-mies
ong, It was basicaly two side-by-side dual carragowsys
unning In opposte directicns with a harpin at each end,
giving two ste-erile straights, This is Tommmy with Norton's
190 Davengort at the AVUS Grand Prix on September 27,
1931, where he set 8 new course record. For 1937, the ncrth
Ralrpin was banked at 8 witd 43.6° (with no barrier) which
OP cars took at 1S0mph on their way to 170meh laps

Decisions, decisions

© This bedliant portrait of Tomemy SBulbus was taken 8 the
Inteenationsl (hant Mourtsing Hill Climb, Obsrschralbechay,
Geemany. The date was August 28, 1932 - and it would

be Tomeny’s final victory. He'd taken 24 race wins for NSU
across the 19301932 seasons and set I8 new record
speeds/times, but had also fallen head-over-heels for Hide
« and peemission 10 marry would coly be granted by her
father, the boss of NSU, # the racing come %0 an end. Sullus
was at the pesk of his career, but chose love over racing

Anew life

3 Hilde and Jomeny pose with hs new car, the latest NSU
10/52hp, in Neckaesulm on the day of thelr engagement,
Christmas, 1932 They martied in Stuttgan on September
16, 1933. As Tommy teld Susanne Schartel (hs great-nlece)
henself, he newver ever regretted it - and the couple would
only be parted by desth in 1998, snding & maniage which
had lasted into its 658 year
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Still around bikes

D) After their erartioge, Hide and Tomey moved back to the UK. Back when
he'd been ridieg & Raleigh i the 1920s, Tosrnvy's tesm-enate had been Jack
Willams and the pair set up 8 Sealership in Nottingham seling sports cars and
motorcycies, This shot wan taken sometime after 1933 and before World Wae Il
Wilkams went on to become & well-known part of the race department at
Associsted Motor Cycles (AMC), Mo also married Tomny's sister, and in 1839
they had & son - the famous recer and developenent enginser Peter Wiliams,

Read the full fascinating story

0 Susanne Schartel (grest-granddaughter of Fritz Gedy,
NSU's director) tells the story of her Aunt Hide and Uncle
Tomeny ina 676-page bock. Wiitten with access to Tomeny's
personal purnal, It containg over 400 phetographs, many
never before publshed. From good backshops of coline



